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ture. Colleges with academic
edom are doing better

; ibility. The financial Suppm:l:: Sl}:z}\:e more
osts the concept of autonomy ”Colleges
jdelines, 2002; UGC Guidelines 2607(_1LJJGC
idelines, 2012) oo
Che Of.the k i Cbauenges that we face i
sher educa}tlon 1S to improve the quality of
jucation in colleges and universit)ileo
afortunately the affiliating System does not 1;
: colleges_ grow beyond the limits set by
fliating umversjlt.ies. The affiliating system of
lleges was originally designed when their
jmber in a umv.ersity was small. The university
uld then effectively oversee the working of'the
olleges, act as an examining body and award
egrees on their behalf. The system has now
come unwieldy and it is becoming increasingly
fficult for a university to attend to the varied
eds of individual colleges. The colleges do not
ave the freedom to modernize their curricula or
nake them locally relevant. The regulations of the
miversity and its common system, governing all
lleges alike, irrespective of their characteristic
trengths, weaknesses and locations, have
ffected the academic development of individual
olleges. UGC approved autonomous status to
13 collegesaffiliated to 104 different universities
fom 24 states in the country (16.06.17) . These
olleges belong to No wonder none Ofth.e Indmn
miversities figure in the top 200 universities inthe
yorld. ;

Operative

Hence, after the Education Commiss
1964-66) UGC regularly recom
utonomy, and encourage theco
or it for promoting academic
ducation.

eview of Study i
- The National Policy ©
2) formulated the follo

80 jnHigtmEducaﬁm,,

:E?Orzgesxgn the courses to suit local needs. An
i mous college could prescribe rules for

“ISS1on in consonance with the reservation
Policy ofthe state government. An autonomous
college could evolve methods of assessment of
Student§ performance, the conduct of examinations
and notification of: results. Anautonomous college
could Promote healthy practices such as
Community service, extension activities, projects
for the benefit of the society at large, neighborhood
Programmes, etc. There are 613 autonomous
colleges from 104 universities in India (Graph -
01). The highest no. of. an autonomous colleges
are found in Tamilnadu- 178 followed by
Andhara-84 and Karnataka-70. Maharashtra

¥1ave 45 autonomous colleges in all with 5 rank
in India however there are only 07 autonomous

colleges with traditional courses (B.A., B.Com.,
B.SC. etc) and others are concerned with
professional courses.
Graph -01: Autonomous colleges in different
states of India. :




Methodology

UGC regularly updates the guidelines for
autonomous colleges during different plans. In this
regard the guidelines for autonomous colleges
published by UGC during X, XI and XII plans
are evaluated and discussed, specially the
progressive changes in guidelines and difficulties
in implementation of these guidelines.
Result and Discussion:

The guidelines for autonomous colleges
published by UGC during X, XI and XII plans
followed the uniform general pattern. The

.~ guidelines started with Introduction which covers

&

'~ introduction and need of autonomy. The

introduction is followed by objectives of
autonomy. The objectives mentioned in all above
plans are same without any minor change. UGC
continued his policy in respect to Relationship
with the parent university, the state government
and other educational institutions and Conferring
autonomous status to different courses. As far as
the eligibility target group is concerned major
changes are made while confirming these criteria
from plan X to XI . Inplan X the eligibility criteria
was as : All Colleges under Section 2(f) & 12
(B) of the UGC Act are eligible, where as in XI
plan these criteria are changed as: All Colleges

- under Section 2(f), aided, unaided, partially aided

and self-financing which are or are not covered
under 12(B) ofthe UGC Act are eligible to apply
for autonomous status. This includes Engineering
Coﬂegcs also. The Commission considered the
difications. madc inthe Autonomous Colleges

pect of accredited colleges and

g modifications may be made
ia fﬂrinvimg applications ﬁom

minimum of B Grade accredit
Commission further decided t]mt
Engineering/Technical/M: me
NBA accreditation should be insistec
three courses while considering the
extension of autonomy tenure (I '.',,i
490",2012). During eleventh plan pr
eligible colleges seeking autonomot
invited once in an academic year in
October, whereas from XII plan elig
seeking autonomous status are fre
time throughout the in anacadem
In the guidelines for the
approval by the UGC were intr
plan onwards and modified with
Meeting 458",2009; UGC N
and continued with some
(UGC Meeting 514201
The financial assistar
Commission under thxs : \
colleges to meet their a
is different for different p
01.
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0 ) . www.ugc.ac.in
Thee ::;t;)rr; NCC 3. yge Guidelines (2007): G%xidelines for
Verning committe, s the co|] Posed autonomous colleges during X plan period
CI management ofacademjc ﬁneagne;o (2007- 2012) pp. . www.ugc.ac.in (as
administrative affyirg o, 2l modified up to 8th january , 201 3)
allthree plans, I a1 Ofth:slf tslallrme 4. UGC Guidelines (2012): Guidelines for
. Lobi ce aut i i
special provision js Tads to provide (20(;gomous colleges during X pla}n period
| grant for research, -2017) pp. 01. Www.ugc.ac.in
- 05.UGC Meeting462 (2009): Subs by
! Commission at its 462" meetin held on
fanting autonomous statys to colle 3
3 ges 10tg
B g e et eptember 2009.(ItemNo. 5.04).

but UGC has formulated certain rigid
and proposed limited assistances for

us colleges. The definitions of certain
ms in the UGC Act and university rules
be “expanded” to enable more persons
rent professions to be roped in to
€ autonomy scheme. At the same time,
administrative level changes were
glorify the successful experiments in
omy at a national level so that well-
ming autonomous colleges became role
or other institutions that seemed to have
themselves from the changes”. The
lleges with traditional courses seeking
in autonomy only at Academic and
trative level and their number is very less
ared to the colleges with professional
This is because the limited resources at
nal level and limited financial assistance
by UGC to run Autonomy.
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06.UGC Meeting490"(2012): Subs by
Commission at its 490% meeting held on 17
December 2012. (Item No. 5.04)

07.UGC Meeting458™ (2009): Subs by
Commission at its 458 meeting held on 19
May 2009. (Item No. 5313)
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Commission at its 514™ meeting held on 12
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