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143 Language is a social and cultural institution. It is a tool of
social (and many of other types of) com e ; .
inquistics 1s i REIREEE munication and interactions.
Praﬁmatics as one of the e ik sy

S ' major branches of linguistics, basically
studies how the utterances (in real life and/or in literature) made by
the communlcator communicate a certain meaning to establish
communion with the listener. It encompasses speech act theory,
politeness principle, cooperative principle, talk in interaction and
other approaches to language behavior. An application of
cooperative principle to the dialogues in Mahesh Elkunchwar’s Old
Stone Mansion has been studied in this paper.

An underlying assumption in most conversational
exchanges seems to be that participants are co-operating with each
other. This principle, together with four maxims was first set out by
H P Grice (1975). The cooperative principle is stated in the following
way: “Make your conversational contribution such as is required,
at the stage at which it occurs, by the accepted purpose or direction

of the talk exchange in which you aré engaged.” Supporting this
principle are the four maxims:

1. The Maxim of Quantity: | | .
Make your contribution as informative as is required, but

notmore, or less, thanis required.

2. The Maxim of Quality: |
Do not say that which you believetob

you lack evidence.

e false or for which
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