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There is no greater pillar of stability than a

strong, free, and educated woman. This line of
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Angelina jolie is been practically true if we lead to
make our society to balance in gender equity
beyond traditional thinking and provide them to
participate in education and research . there are
solution for each problem if we change the mindset
of people.

Girls and boys have been experienced the
gender inequality in house, schools colleges society
and even more in  textbooks, more addition
contributed by the media and adults from closer
relation to the peoples which continuously in
contacts with them. [1] According to the data
available on UNISEF.

Guardians and the parents take imbalanced
liability for family work, by way of mother’s
comportment the burden of care giving and
everyday works. The majority of low-skilled and
underpaid community health workers who attend to
children are also women, with limited opportunity
for professional growth. And in schools, many girls
receive less support than boys to pursue the studies
they choose. This happens for a variety of reasons:
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The safety, hygiene and sanitation needs of girls
may be neglected, barring them from regularly
attending class. Discriminatory teaching practices
and education materials also produce gender gaps in
learning and skills development. As a result, nearly
1 in 4 girls between the ages of 15 and 19 are
neither employed nor in education or training
compared to 1 in 10 boys. Worldwide, nearly 1 in 4
girls between the ages of 15 and 19 are neither
employed nor in education or training — compared
to 1 in 10 boys. Yet, in early childhood, gender
disparities start out small. Girls have higher survival
rates at birth, are more likely to be developmentally
on track, and are just as likely to participate in
preschool. Among those who reach secondary
school, girls tend to outperform boys in reading
across every country where data are available. But
the onset of adolescence can bring significant
barriers to girls’ wellbeing. Gender norms and
discrimination  heighten  their risk of unwanted
pregnancy, HIV and AIDS, and malnutrition.
Especially in emergency settings and in places
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where menstruation remains taboo, girls are cut off
from the information and supplies they need to stay
healthy and safe.

Indian education and women

Gender inequality in India in aspects like
health, education, economic and political issues
seen a great difference in men and women in India.

Gender difference is due to intensely embedded
systems of patriarchy. Prejudice alongside women
starts before the actual birth and called this systemic
subordination. Gender difference in India is a
comprehensive crisis that influence both male and
female. Some put the thinking that equality of
gender will put males down. Current data shows,
68% of girls are still educated as their prejudice
influence the nation. further racial discrimination
divest women faimess and equality, which is
only educationand  enlightenment  can  secure.
Equality and equity in education are directly related
to the democratic development of the society, where
the purpose of education is to produce knowledge

makers with the capacity of making the most
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profitable use of the acquired knowledge. The
majority of the nearly six million out-of-school
children in India are girls. Between 2006 and 2010,
only 26% of girls completed high school, compared
to 50% of boys. This gender inequality is most
evident in low-income families. Gender
disparity is evident in India's childhood literacy
rates 82% of boys are literate and only 65% of girls
can read and write, according to the 2011 Census of
India. Statistics show that about 10% more girls
enrolled in Indian high schools by 2019 compared
to 2011. While this is a significant increase, much
remains to be done to ensure that girls receive the
same education as boys.

EDUCATION IN INDIA

India ratification of the Convention on the Rights of
the Child and the Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination against Women, and
their signing of a Global fit for children obligations
set a framework for committed action by the
government and civil society at large. The
Constitutional bill on December 2002 had made
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free and compulsory educationa fundamental right
for all children in the age group of 6 to 14 years,
which led to the Education for all campaign of the
Indian government, the national program to achieve
universalization of elementary education. There is a
huge gap between the policies of India's laws and
forward-looking laws and its strong educational
practices integrated into structures and institutions.
Girls and women are often bound by gender roles
and outdated traditions, which make gender
inequalities apparent. About twice as many girls as
boys are expelled from school or have never been
sent to school, especially if they belong to a social
and economic group that looks down on them. For
many girls who drop out of school at the age of ten
or eleven, the future means working in fields or on
road construction sites and then earning a living.

According to United Nations Children Fund
(UNICEF), poverty and local cultural practices
play a role in gender inequality in education
throughout India. Another obstacle to educating
girls is the lack of hygiene in schools across the
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country. In many schools, there are no separate
toilet facilities for girls. Separated toilet facilities
are important once girls reach puberty. Without
privacy and facilities, they need to cope with the
menstruation cycle, many girls choose to leave
schooling altogether. 23% of girls in India leave
school once they hit puberty. And, the girls who
continue education miss as many as 50 school days
each year as a result of menstruation.

NATIONAL POLICY ON EDUCATION (NPE)
The NPE emphasizes key values such as equality
between men and women, eradicating social ills and
degrading practices, small family practices, etc. The
NPE and program of action highlight the need to
improve the social, nutritional, and health status of
the girls and also to strengthen support services
such as drinking water, fodder, fuel, and Early
Childhood Care and Education (ECCE)as an
integral component of the Universal Elementary
Education (UEE). The program of action
emphasizes the need to revise textbooks to remove
gender bias and gender sensitize all educational
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personnel so that equality between sexes could be
internalized  through  gender-sensitive,  gender-
sensitive curriculum, which includes gender and its
practice.

SUGGESTIONS FOR GENDER-SENSITIVE
CURRICULUM TRANSACTIONS ARE:

1. Effective pictures and illustrations should show
to the children that a woman is not merely a mother,
but she can be a teacher, a doctor, a professor, an
engineer, and so on. It should include in the
textbooks and reading materials.

2. Depicting men and women in shared roles and
one can display the talent of women.

3.0ne can counter prejudicial references in
textbooks if noticed. Textbooks should be made
non-racial and non-sexist.

4. A gender-sensitive life  skills approach to
curriculum  transaction includes all the skills
necessary for day-to-day functioning and covers
areas such as family life education, legal literacy,

and lifesaving skills, etc.
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This approach could be bid to alter the unequal
gender relations and empower both boys and girls
for a shared future by breaking down gender
stereotypes and  gender  barriers in  skill
development.

FEMALE LITERACY AND STATUS IN INDIA
India has failed to provide universalization of
education as it remains under the stranglehold of
major stratifications leading to discrimination. Early
marriage, social discrimination, and lack of
education infrastructure have resulted in 60 million
girls missing out on primary education and the
gender gap remains a problem in the country. The
Indian government has expressed a strong
commitment towards education for all but still
projects one of the lowest female literacy rates in
Asia as there are almost 300 million rate women in
India. Gender inequality persists, as social and legal
institutions do not guarantee women's equality in
basic human rights. It is a major area of concern at

the school level and the literacy questions remain
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the largest juggernaut in the Indian management of
education.

*To locate the gaps and possibilities in girls
education.

« To establish the link existing between education
and women’s quality of life.

« To propose and execute policy measures to
enhance girls' education at all levels.

* To set right the imbalance of relationships in a
male-centered and dominated society, education and
economic independence are imperative.

Quantitative and qualitative evidence shows a great
deal of sexual discrimination, which confirms
discrimination in the educational context. Women's
ability to think independently and to participate
equally with men will ensure gender equality and be
in line with the Millennium Development Goals.
The Indian government needs to identify those areas
and cultural approaches that contribute to gender
diversity in education.
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EDUCATION DISPARITIES IN INDIA

1. SCHOOLING:

India aims to meet its Millennium Development
Goals for Gender Equality in Education by 2015.
Despite some gains, India needs to triple its rate of
improvement to reach a GEEI score of 95% by
2015 under Millennium Development Goals. In
rural India, girls continue to be less educated than
boys. Recently many studies have investigated
underlying factors that contribute to greater or less
educational attainment by girls in different regions
of India. As the family size increased by each
additional child after the first, on average there was
a quarter of a year decrease in overall years of
schooling, with this statistic disfavoring female
children in the family compared to male children.
The mother's level of education in the family also
plays a role in educating the children, with research
showing that in families with mothers that had a
lower educational level, the outcome tended to more
disadvantageous for the educational attainment of
the children.
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2. SECONDARY EDUCATION

In examining educational disparities between boys
and girls, the transition from primary education to
secondary education displays an increase in the
disparity gap, as a greater percentage of women for
men who leave their study journey after the age of
twelve as per the Statistics on dropouts in high
school transformation and influences in Rural India.
The study indicated that among the 20% of students
who stopped schooling after primary education,
near 70% of these students were females. The most
common reason for girls to stop attending school
was the distance travel and social reasons. In terms
of distance of travel, families expressed fear for the
safety and  security of girls, traveling
unaccompanied to school every day. In rural areas,
the social reason also consisted of how families
viewed their daughter’s role of belonging in her
husband’s house after marriage, with plans for the
daughter’s marriage during the second age in some

cases.
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3. POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION
Participation in post-secondary education for girls
in India has changed over time. The overall
participation of girls in higher education has
increased over time in recent years. However, there
are ongoing differences in terms of distribution
across sectors. While boys tend to better represent
all academic disciplines, girls tend to focus on
selected subjects while lacking representation in
other fields of education. The dropout rate is higher
for boys than for girls. This practice has been
postponed to secondary education where dropout
rates are higher for girls than boys. The drop-out
rate in higher education can be determined by the
degree of need and urgency that boys may feel
toward gaining employment. Thus, as employment
is attained, boys may be more likely to drop out
compared to girls in higher education institutions, as
the employment urgency could be less pressing for
girls.

73



CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL ISSUES IN INDIA

4. LITERACY

Although growing slowly, the literacy rate for
women in India is lower than for men. According to
the 2011 Census of India, the literacy rate for
women is 65.46% compared to men at 82.14%.
Compared to boys there are very few girls enrolled
in schools, and most of them drop out. According to
data from a 1997 national sample survey, only the
provinces of Kerala and Mizoram are close to
women's literacy rates worldwide. According to
most experts, the most important factor in
improving the socio-economic status of women in
Kerala is education. From 2006 to 2010 the
percentage of females who completed at least a
secondary education was almost half that of males,
26.6% compared to 50.4%.

5. RESERVATION OF FEMALE STUDENTS
Under the Non-Formal Education program, about
40% of the centers in the state and 10% of the
centers in Union Territories are exclusively reserved
for females. Since 2000, about 0.3 million NFE
institutions catered to 7.42 million children, of
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which about 0.12 million were for girls only. State-
owned engineering, medical colleges, and others
like Orissa have reserved 30% of their seats for
women. The Prime Minister of India and the
Planning Commission also voted for the
establishment of the Indian Institute of Technology
for women only. Although India has seen
significant improvements in women's literacy rates
since the 1990's the level of women's education
remains largely threatened.

LEGAL SYSTEM AND GENDER DISPARITY
IN INDIA

The role of the constitution in ensuring gender
justice is being recognized in modern times. It is
most appropriate that the supreme law of the land
should meaningfully address the woman question
and respond to challenges by stimulating the whole
legal system towards a greater concern for, and
protection of women. However, the law cannot
change society overnight, but it can certainly ensure
that those who are disadvantaged. However, the
courts can certainly go beyond mere legality
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insulting women against injustice suffered due to
biological and sociological factors. Indian judiciary
has been very sensitve to women and women-
related issues. The Apex Court had a special interest
to fulfill its legal and constitutional obligations and
protecting the interests of women in changing
circumstances and the interests of society.

Article 14 of the Indian Constitution guarantees
Women the right to equality and Article 15 (1)
explicitly prohibits discrimination on the basis of
sexual orientation, and Article 15 (3) provides for
measures to the detriment of women by
empowering the state to provide them with special
provisions. Article 16 of the Constitution provides
for equal opportunities for all, in matters relating to
public employment or appointment to any office
and specifically prohibits discrimination on the
basis of sexual orientation. These articles should all
and form the basis of the formation of our legal
constitution. Our natural obligation to discard
practices that degrade women's dignity has been
elevated to a critical level of responsibility by
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Article 51-A. The guiding principles of the State
policy contained in Part IV of the Constitution
direct the State to protect women's rights including
the right to equal pay for equal work, the right to
health and sanitation, the right to childbirth benefits,
and to respect international conventions. Equal
Remuneration Act, 1976, The Maternity Benefit
Act, 1961, The Prenatal Diagnostic Techniques
(Regulation and Prevention of Misuse) Act, 1994,
the Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961 and the Immoral
Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956 are some of the laws
that exist because of provisions of the Constitution
of India.

CONCLUSION

There is no doubt that Gender Disparity has a long
history. The education sector can certainly play a
vital role in eliminating this gender inequality. It is
very important to make people aware of the benefits
of gender equality. It is important to note that the
inclusion of the concept of gender equality in the
curriculum and the enactment of laws to eliminate

gender inequality has a significant impact on the
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need to achieve the constitutional goal of
establishing an equitable society. Education should
be used as an agent for basic changes in the status
of women. Education, as a human right, must
include the principles of  non-discrimination,
equality, and justice. It cannot be a commodity sold
to those who can afford it. It should be a right and a
right guaranteed by the government. We should be
considered a landmark women's empowerment,
leading to National Development, which enables
women to respond to challenges to protect the better
lives of themselves and their children. These
realities cannot be separated from the planning and
implementation of education policies. Therefore, in
the lack of constructive, purposeful, and progressive
legislative changes it is clear and consistent, and
can effectively deal with these facts and, the goal of
the development of the Millennium will always be a
hoax. Awareness about the importance of girl’s
education among the members of society is very

important.
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What progress has been made for girls

and young women?

Despite major hurdles that still deny them equal
rights, girls refuse to limit their ambitions. Since the
signing of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for
Action in 1995 — the most comprehensive policy
agenda for gender equality — the world has seen
uneven progress. More and more girls are attending
and completing school, and fewer are getting
married or becoming mothers while still children
themselves.  But  discrimination and  limiting
stereotypes remain rife. Technological change and
humanitarian emergencies are also confronting girls
with new challenges, while old ones violence,
institutionalized  biases, poor learning and life
opportunities  persist.

That’s why girls from all walks of life are boldly
raising their voices against inequality. Girl-led
movements are stopping child marriage and female
genital mutilation, demanding action on climate

change, and trail-blazing in the fields of science,
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technology, engineering and math (STEM)
asserting their power as global change-makers.
What is UNICEF doing to promote
gender equality?

Reducing inequality strengthens economies and
builds stable, resilient societies that give all
individuals — including boys and men - the
opportunity to fulfil their potential UNICEF builds
partnerships across the global community to
accelerate gender equality. In all areas of our work,
we integrate strategies that address gender-specific
discrimination and  disadvantages. This means
partnering with national health sectors to expand
quality  maternal care and  support the
professionalization of the mostly female front-line
community health workforce. It means promoting
the role of women in the design and delivery of
water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) ecosystems.
And it means working with the education sector to
ensure girls and boys thrive in their learning and

find pathways to meaningful employment.
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For adolescent girls especially, UNICEF invests in
skills  building to  further their  economic
empowerment  as entrepreneurs, innovators and
leaders. We focus on providing learning
environments at a time and place that suit gils’
individual circumstances. We also work on assistive
technologies for girls with disabilities, and on the
expansion of digital platforms, vocational training
and apprenticeships.

UNICEF

Supporting girls’ pathway from education to
employment  requires  more  than  learning
opportunities. It requires keeping girls safe from all
forms of violence, in and out of school. Our
targeted initiatives to prevent and respond to
gender-based violence help end child marriage,
eliminate female genital mutilation, provide safe
spaces, support menstrual health management,
deliver HIV and AIDS care, meet psychosocial
needs and more. We invest in innovative models
that protect even the hardest-to-reach girls — like

virtual safe spaces and apps that allow them to
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report violence and connect to local resources for
support. To gquide investment and programming
decisions at the national and global lewels, we
collect, quantify and share data critical for
understanding on-going and emerging challenges
and solutions. What's more, we tap into the power
of youth to shape solutions for their own generation.
Dakar Framework for Action for providing quality
Education for All by 2015 [2]. Dakar Framework
for Action for providing quality Education for All
by 2015, besides primary education, focusses on
literacy goals, gender equality and quality concerns.
The Dakar Framework of Action listed the
following six specific goals to be achieved by all
countries-

1. Expanding and improving comprehensive
early  childhood care and education,
especially for the most wulnerable and
disadvantaged children.

2. Ensuring that by 2015 all children,
particularly ~ girls,  children in  difficult
circumstances and those belonging to ethnic
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minorities, have access to and complete free
and compulsory primary education of good
quality.

3. Ensuring that the learning needs of all young
people and adults are met through equitable
access to appropriate learning and life skills
programmes.

4. Achieving a 50 per cent improvement in
levels of adult literary by 2015, especially
for women, and equitable access to basic
and continuing education for all adults.

5. Eliminating gender disparities in primary
and secondary education by 2005, and
achieving gender equality in education by
2015, with a focus on ensuring girls’ full
and equal access to and achievement in
basic education of good quality.

6. Improving every aspect of the quality of
education, and ensuring their excellence so
that recognized and measurable learning
outcomes are achieved by all, especially in
literacy, numeracy and essential life skills.
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7. Education is a human right and a force for
sustainable development and peace. Every
goal in the 2030 Agenda requires education
to empower people with the knowledge,
skills and values to live in dignity, build
their lives and contribute to their societies.

Today, more than 262 milion children and

youth are out of school. Six out of ten are not
acquiring basic literacy and numeracy after several
years in school. 750 million adults are illiterate,
fueling poverty and marginalization.

Ambitions for education are essentially captured
in Sustainable Development Goal 4 (SDG 4) of the
2030 Agenda which aims to “ensure inclusive and
equitable quality education and promote lifelong
learning  opportunites for all”’by 2030. The
roadmap to achieve the education goal, adopted in
November 2015, provides guidance to governments
and partners on how to turn commitments into
action (Education 2030 Framework for Action).
UNESCO is responsible for coordinating the

international community to achieve this goal
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through  partnerships, policy guidance, capacity
development, monitoring and advocacy.
While governments hold the main responsibility for
ensuring the right to quality education, the 2030
Agenda is a universal and collective commitment. It
requires political will, global and regional
collaboration and the engagement of all
governments, civil society, the private sector, youth,
UN and other multlateral agencies to tackle
educational challenges and build systems that are
inclusive, equitable and relevant to all learners.
REFERANCE:

1. https://en.unesco.org/themes/women-s-and-

girls-education
2. httpsi//vikaspedia.in/education/resource-

links/basic-education-and- gender-equality

85



CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL ISSUES IN INDIA
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SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT: AN
INTEGRATED
APPROACH

DR. DEEPAK JAHAGIRDAR
(Associate Professor,

SAGE University, Indore M.P.)

Abstract

This article is emphasized for the empowerment of
women and girls to be realised through sustainable
development, there needs to be more than a
commitment to these goals. There must be concerted
action across all countries and communities -
dedicated resources should be provisioned to
empower women of all ages and girls as part of the
SDGs.[1] Approaching gender equality as a

crosscutting issue in the SDGs requires that gender
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is included at all stages of policy development,
means of implementation, monitoring and
accountability. The need for a cross-cutting,
inclusive and gender-sensitive approach is clear:
without this approach the global transformation
envisaged by the SDGs will not be achieved.
Women and girls are crucial contributors,
implementers and beneficiaries of sustainable
development. Their empowerment is fundamental to
the achievement of the 2030 Development
Agenda.[2] The stand-alone SDG on gender
equality (Goal 5) should be celebrated, as it
outlines targets for every country to make gender
equality a reality. However, Goal 5 does not stand
in isolation and will not achieve gender equality
alone. A gender-sensitive approach must be
implemented across the entire agenda for the 2030
development agenda to be successful.[3]

Key Words: Empowerment of women, Sustainable
development.
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Introduction:

For the empowerment of women and girls to be
realised through sustainable development, there
needs to be more than a commitment to these goals.
There must be concerted action across all countries
and communities - dedicated resources should be
provisioned to empower women of all ages and girls
as part of the SDGs. Approaching gender equality
as a crosscutting issue in the SDGs requires that
gender is included at all stages of policy
development, means of implementation, monitoring
and accountability.[4]

The need for a cross-cutting, inclusive and gender-
sensitive approach is clear: without this approach
the global transformation envisaged by the SDGs
will not be achieved. Women and girls are crucial
contributors, implementers and  beneficiaries of
sustainable development.[5] Their empowerment is
fundamental to the achievement of the 2030
Development Agenda. The stand-alone SDG on
gender equality (Goal 5) should be celebrated, as it

outlines targets for every country to make gender
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equality a reality. However, Goal 5 does not stand
in isolation and will not achieve gender equality
alone. A gender-sensitive approach must be
implemented across the entire agenda for the 2030
development agenda to be successful. [6]

Women and Girls as Agents of Change:
Women and girls comprise the majority of people
living in poverty, and experience multidimensional
inequalities. Previously, efforts were only made to
inchuide women and girls in ‘women’s issues’ in
development which failled to recognised the
multidimensional nature of gender in development.
Additionally, persistent and chronic
underinvestment in gender equality and women’s
empowerment  has  exacerbated  development
limitations.[7] These mistakes must not be repeated.
Therefore, sustainable development initiatives must
reinforce the consideration that women and girls are
at a higher risk of being left behind. The voices and
perspectives of women and girls must be included
in  policy development, implementation and

monitoring on all issues and not only Goal 5. This
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would promote the inclusion of women and girls as
leaders and decision makers, as well as relevant
stakeholders  and partners  in  sustainable
development.[8]

How resources are mobilised and how programmes
are implemented has clear implications for women’s
empowerment and the achievement of gender
equality. Gender equality is not only an aspect of
implementation  but a  critical means of
implementation, and an essential policy measure for
countries to achieve their full development
potential.

To mainstream the involvement of women and girls
in sustainable development demands a change in
attitudes and behaviour towards women and girls
across all levels.[]9] For women and girls to be
agents of change their input must be considered
important; they should not only be thought of as
‘beneficiaries’ or ‘vulnerable’, they must be
considered as equal partners and valuable
contributors to sustainable development. With this
attitude change it would be unnecessary to
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repeatedly call for women’s and girls’ inclusion
because they would be included automatically.
Women and girls can increase community capacity
at the grassroots level, by leading effective
community-based sustainable development actions
that contribute to the achievement of the SDGs.[10]
These actions reveal grassroots expertise that
women and girls have on what actions are needed to
better their lives.

Accountability and Monitoring:

Global initiatives designed to benefit the daily lives
of people everywhere risk not being implemented
appropriately, if at all, unless they are monitored
and accountable. To know whether women and girls
benefit from sustainable development efforts, it is
critical to have accurate and reliable information
through qualitative and quantitative  indicators,
citizen generated data, and data from governments,
development agencies and other stakeholders
involved in SDG implementation, including the
private sector.[11]
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