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India is one of the most diverse religious r“ounn'y of tlzc' world, Hindu is a major rehglous i

- community of India. Its account shares about §0 percent population (o total population of the whole -+
~ nation. After Hindu, Muslim is second Jargest religious group and its account about 14 percent. -

Christian, shikh, Jain, Buddhist and other religious community also Joiind in India. The present paper-. .
- is based on secondary data. The main aim of the present paper is 1o study the religious structure in =~
: Ao[hapur district. Accor ding to 2011, census data Hindu (87.34) is largest papules community of the

Snidy region afier that followed by Muslim, Christian, shikh, Jain, Buddhzsl and other relzgtousﬂ
community respectively. o

~ Key Words: Religion, Populanon Commumty, etc.

Introduction:

Since that advent of Bntlsh rule in India- religious -movements such"as Brahme Samaj,, e
Prarthana Samaj, Arya Samaj elc. were started, which brought about some rcvolmlonary changes-in "
. 'the Hindu social organization such as abolition of sati remarriage of widows, education of females
. some property rights to woman changes in the system of worship, caste relation etc. The government

brought many. changes in the Hindu law ‘after Independence. The Hindu Marriages Act, 1955, ‘the
Hindu Succession Act, 1956, etc. are some of the legmlatlons smnlarly, there has been some control

- over the.utilization ‘of income from the religious institutions in-some states, some new types of sects. v
such as Mahesh Yogi’s Creative Intelligence movement. Brahm Kumaris followers etc. might have

brought some. changes in the Hindu religious system. However, the majority of the Hindu population

follows the old religious beliefs and practices without brining much change in their moral character . .
-and thinking. Here it will be sufficient to state that for rapid social and-economic development some

reinterpretation of Hindu religious books and change in the method of religious teaching to the masses -
mll be essential:Social and Religion too has a role to play in gconomic deveiopmem Some of the
tenets of religion were rmsmterpreted in villages. For example the lheory of Karma was takcn ina
fatalistic sense. o
‘Objective: The main objccuvc of lhe prescnt paper is to examine the rehglous structure in Kolhapur o
district - S : : o .

Dambase and Melhodology : ‘
“The present paper- is based. on Sccondary Source of data. The dala s collected: from various -

>durcc,s which inichides both: pubhshed and unpublxshed books, government pubhcatlon and’ pnvatef‘-'r" .

publications. Secondary datahas been obtaincd from Zillah p'mshad Panchayat samiti, Municipal

* corporation, District: gaaclu.crb district slallstlcal department, socio -economic review and district

.statistical abstract:of Study region district. Collected.data is [)IOCCSSCC“ e
and: pn,sc,nlcd ini the tabular forms. : e
‘ Sludy Area: Locatlon Map Kolhapur Dlsu ict.
{ Fig. No.1 v
I Kolhapur district is - sntuatccl in- the Southem part of o

1': latitude and 73° 43' 10" to 74° 43' 45" East longitude. Kolhapur
dlstnct is surrounded by Sangli district to the North, Karmataka State
“to the East and South, Ratnagiri and:Sindhudurg districts'to the West. -
The Sahyadri ranges to the West and Varna River tothe North: form

the natural boundaries. For the administrative purpose, the district is
' divided ‘into 12 tahsils ie Shahuwadi; Panhala, - - Hatkanangale,

* Shirol, ‘Karvir, Bavda, Radhanagari, Kagal, Bhudargad,  Ajra,

Gadhmgla_p and Chandgad The total population of the distriet is 38,

70

Maharashlra It is located in between 150 42'30"t017% 13' 25" North™ ‘.
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 76 001 persons. as per 2011 census, it constnutes 3 45 pelcenl popul'mon {o the state total. “The S
geographical area of district is 7746.40 square kilometer, which constitutes 2.52 percent of state.
Distribution of Religious Popuhnon in Kolh.lpur District: ‘
Table No. 3.15 shows religion wise population in 2001 to 2011 of Kolhaplu dlstncl Out of .
total populalmn of study region the population of Hindu in 2001 was maximum and it was 87.34%.
The minimum population was of Shikh it was 0.05° 0, populanon of Buddha 1.07%, Jain 4.18% and
Muslim 6.75%. Similarly, the religion wise population in 2011 shows that the populallon ol Hindu is
maximum and e 87.20% and minimum population is of Shikh religion and it is 0.04%. The i
: popul.mon was Buddha 0.77%, Jain 4.00%, Muslim 7.39%, and others 0.20%. :
- Table No.3.15: Kolhapur District: Rehgmn wise Popu]auon
2001 to 2011
Sr. No. |-Religion | 2001 2011 :
I | Hindu | 3077263 | 3379906
: (87.34) | (87.20)
2 Buddha | 37937 |- 29766
1. : S . | (.07 | (097) |
9 o {3 ] Jain ] 147285 | 154882 | -
: ‘ T ' o | (4.18) | (4.00). |-
4 Shikh | 2082 1570 |- ' e
.t (005 | (004 | - o ' N
5 Mushim | 236875 | 286558 ' ‘
_ ' (6.75) | (7.39)
6 | Christian | 16078 | 15573
o _(045) | (0.40)
7 Other 5647 7746
L] (016) | (0.20)
. Total 3523162 | 3876001,
Source: Socio-Economic Abstract of Kolhapur District, 2002 10 2012
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. ¥ }4‘ and in ?_Ol l is: 8 26% [l is Llear um lhcrc is. d(.crease m growth rate ol Hmdu rellglon The
-redson behind this dccrmsc in:growth rate may be Lduuahon lxteracy, use of contraceptives, family -
plzmmn;, scientific appreach and. nuclear family. In opposmon the: populauon Muslimreligion in 2001 -
was 6.75% and in 2011 is 7.39%. That’is there is increase in growth rate of Muslim religion. The
reason behi ,d’:ilhw ;,los,vlh may be non- educalwn llluuacy, religious. bellcfs rleg,llgellce about famijl y'_

pldnnm,g_
Spatml Varmlmn of Religious btructurc 2011
Tahle No: 2 Spatml V.ma(mn of Religious Structure 2011
: ~Religion L L
Tahsil | Hindu | Muslim_| Christian_| Shikh | Buddhist | Jain | Other
adi | 9404 | 315 | 0.09 0.02 | 253 1005 0.12
9609 | 195 | 07 0.02 | 095 | 018 | 009

s , | 7




v‘.

*Akshar Wangrmay! L Care Laaed, Imernational Research Journal, ISSN. 3339.4929. lanuary 2021

g werened basiie s ¥ o ¢ Y S ) e “n " - h 7
Spevnst b, Yolume. UX . Interdisaipanary View un Sovto-Euonomi ~Educaiional, Managemenl. Enmvironmental. Risearch, Langrage..

und Suswainahiv Development in Coretd-19 Pandgwc Stwation” g

_______ “Hatkanangle | 7849 | 12.67 021 | 0.04 111 - | 120
Shirol 6053 1 1281 0% 5 0d v 15—2— —]562—
T 06 | 061 | 008 | 048 | 268 |
Gaganbavda | 94.55 | 5.17 060 [ ool | 010 | 014 [ 00
 Kagal | 9399 407 | 016 005 1 ozs | 123 | O
Radnanagari | 9677 | 207 | 020} 001 | 029 o3 |
Bhudargad | 96.20 | 251 oo o0l | 023 | 032
Ajra 91.42 | 7.16 0.94 002 028 | 013 |
~Gadhinglyj | 9288 | s34 | 026 | 001 7009 | 1.08
Chandgad | 95.26 | 3.79 567 1002 | o011 | 003 01
Kolhapur Total | 87.20 | 7.39 040 1T 004 | 077 | 400

“Source: Census of India, 2011

“Table No.2. Shows Spatial-vi\riation of religious structure in Kolhapur district for 2011. In 2011,

Hindu is largest community in the Kolhapur district, the proportion of Hindu population in Kolhapur

. .dvis_'trict was 87.20 percent. The high Hindu population was observed in Radhanagari, Bhudargad, -
: “Pamhala, and Chandagad tahsil with above 95 percent; moderate Hindu proportion was found in
_ Shahuwadi, Gaganbawada, -Ajra - and Gadhinglaj -tahsil with 90-95 percent and’ the low Hindu

population was recorded in Shirol, Hatkanangle and K arviritahsils with below 90 percent. Muslim is
second largest religious group. in Kolhapur district, its account 7.39 percent to 1otal popn]ation.

_ Highest Muslim population proportion was observed in Shirol tahsil (12.81) followed by Hatkanangle
{12.67) and low proportion was found in Panhala tabsil with 1.95 percent. The high proportion of -

Christian. population was observed in Panhala tahsil and lowest was observed in Shahuwadi tahsil.

. 'Th_e'propomon of Shikh are below the percent in all the fahsils in Kolhapur district. Buddhist

population was. high in Shahuwadi. ‘Hatkanangle and Shirol 1ahsil ‘with above 1 percent, remaining

. distriet record. below one pcrcemv,'populalion.. Jain is another major religious  group of Kolhapur -
hstrict. its account 4 percent of the total population. High Jain population found in Shirol tahsil with

15.62 percem followed by Hatkanangle. Other religious account was less than one percent in all the
1ahsils in Kothapur district. :
Conclusion:

o i s largest religious group the study region. compare 10 last decade the proportion of

finda. p:x;ﬁiul,g:aiun wis declined by &7.34 percent 10 8720 percent.

-

e Omly sushro conmunity population was increased from 2601 to 201 L, while other communily

L ptapulation was dechined,

o o Ing brgh pripushon of Buddhist ‘po_pul:xlion oceurs. in 'l"lmﬂka'ng]e 2d Shirol tahsil in Kolhapur ,
kgt o ' : S . .

o Tuh prpuletion was bigh.in [atakangle and Shirol tahsil due to historical pilgrimage temples are
st i thpat taben Vs , . K SR -
. Skl und Other religious Becoum - was less than. one.pereentin all over the district.
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